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Slide 1: AIS-MAIS-ISS

Slide 2: Abbreviated Injury Scale

The Abbreviated Injury Scale  or AIS was developed by the Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine - AAAM.

It classifies each injury according to body region and severity.

Slide 3: Abbreviated Injury Scale - Purpose

Its purpose is a single scale that measures each injury based on its threat to life.  The scale standardizes the language used and normalizes the injuries so that valid statistical evaluations can be made.  Additionally, it is usable for injuries from simple cuts and bruises to injuries that cause immediate death.

Slide 4: AIS – Numerical Identification

The digits are broken out like this.  The first digit is for body region, the second is for the type of anatomic structure, the third and fourth are for specific anatomic structures, the fifth and sixth are for level, and the last is for severity.  Unless you are going to code injuries using this scale, the only areas you need to be concerned with are the first and last - body region and severity.

Slide 5: Body Regions

Body regions include …

Slide 6: Severity Code

Severity codes are … 

For the code that appears here, you can see that a body region of 4 indicates the injury occurred in the thorax and the severity of the injury is a 2 – meaning it is moderate.

Slide 7: Aspect - Purpose

There is one more code that some institutions use – the aspect code.  It comes after the rest of the code and is separated by another period.  The aspect code has meaning only in relationship to the body region to which it applies.

Slide 8: Aspect

Most of the aspect codes appear here.  It bears repeating that aspect codes are subjected to rules within their body region.  Therefore, an aspect of 5 in the head indicates anterior or frontal, however the thorax does not have a code for anterior/frontal and has no 5 aspect.

Slide 9: MAIS & ISS

Two other methods of coding you may see from time to time are the MAIS and ISS.  These scores are single number scores give you, at a glance, an idea of how severely a patient may be injured.

MAIS = maximum abbreviated injury scale – the highest single AIS severity code for a patient with multiple injuries

ISS = injury severity score
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